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De-globalisation



Four big trends Ireland has to deal with

ÅRise of Nationalism

ÅChanging nature of work (power-

biased technical change Guy and 

Skott, 2007)

ÅDe-globalisation 

ÅMigration

More globalisation

Less globalisation
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My Thesis
ÅDue to an accident of history, small 

advanced open economies (SAOEs) are 

very badly defined in terms of what they are 

not. Policy makers accept the definition and 

behave accordingly. 

ÅThe facts, and not the models, show SOEs 

have immense strength in their variety. 

ÅSAOES do not need to accept the terms 

given them as often as they do. This is of 

vital importance in the era of the New Silk 

Road.

ÅTheir strength is their size, and their ability 

to find common interests among diverse, 

non-obvious, interest-alignments. 



A Non-Academic Non Debate

ÅRobinson, (1960) Defines small nations in relation to 

large ones

ÅKuznets (1960). Characteristics of Small Nations: 

ÅLess diversified/more concentrated economic 

structure

ÅLimited domestic markets

ÅDependence on foreign trade 

ÅHomogenous ruling class

ÅWhat sets some small nations apart from others? 

Institutions (Western ones)

129 275 333 393
718 575

2
931

21

1445

433

1748

1544

2692

1882

3501

1908

0

2000

4000

1920 1950 1980

#
 S

ea
rc

h
 R

es
u
lt

s

variable Small Open Economies Small States

Jstor Searches by Decade

Source: Jstor.ac.uk



ñThe boundary of the nation 

represents a point of discontinuity; 

it represents a change in the 

degree of mobility of almost all the 

factors of production, of labour 

more especially, but in hardly less 

degree also of capital and credit, 

since currency and banking 

systems are co-terminous nations.ò 

(Robinson, 1960: xiv)
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